
Citrix and Pure Storage 
enable students to learn 
more, each day
With Pure Storage FlashArray supporting the Citrix VDI deployment, students 
and teachers spend up to 33% more time on active learning.
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“We know that students are going to need technology to succeed, 
and that means we need to deploy quality products to support 
them. ” 

— Steve Young, Chief Technology Officer,
Judson Independent School District

Technology to boost learning
Technology is an increasingly important tool in education, but its benefits cannot be realized if it 
makes learning harder, rather than easier. That’s the lesson learnt by the IT team at Judson 
Independent School District in Texas. 

“We believe technology is at the heart of our mission to educate every student so they will be able 
to compete in a global society,” says Steve Young, chief technology officer for Judson ISD. “We 
know that students are going to need technology to succeed, and that means we need to deploy 
quality products to support them.” 

A large user base to tackle
A key technology initiative employed by Judson ISD is Citrix XenDesktop for virtual desktop infra-
structure (VDI), which promised greater flexibility and efficiency in an environment of rapid growth 
and increased complexity. What happened initially, however, was not what anyone wanted – they 
were faced with unhappy students and teachers. The incumbent storage provider caused unac-
ceptably long log-in times for Citrix VDI.

Among those enthusiastic about the new system were the IT staff, who had been trying to keep 
pace with ever-increasing demands from a user base of over 23,500 students, 3,000 employees 
and thousands of connected devices ranging from desktop PCs to tablets. 

With thousands of students trying to log on at the beginning of each class period, response times 
slowed to a crawl. It would take as long as 15 minutes for an individual student to log in to a lesson 
application, a totally unacceptable lag time, given class periods are only 45 minutes. “Class time is 
all about active learning – so we had to fix this problem,” Young says. “We started looking for solu-
tions that would provide an optimal experience for our students.”

Citrix and Pure Storage, better together!
Judson ISD needed a new storage solution to support its Citrix XenDesktop for virtual desktop infra-
structure (VDI). After learning about Pure Storage at a Gartner conference, Young arranged a proof-
of-concept trial, using a Pure Storage FlashArray to support the Citrix VDI deployment. The benefits 
of an all-flash solution from Pure combined with the powerful features of Citrix XenDesktop were 
evident from the start. 
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“It only took a couple of hours to have the Pure Storage array up and running. It was very simple and 
straightforward,” Young notes. “We put the Pure Storage array into a production environment in 
one of our biggest schools. The end-user experience improved dramatically. The Pure Storage arrays 
can manage thousands of IOPs lickety-split, with very low latency.”

Accelerating the performance
Chris Dean, director of network services for the district, recalls that students and teachers were not 
told that a new storage infrastructure was being tested. After a couple of weeks, the IT staff sur-
veyed the end-users who had been the most vocal in their complaints about slow performance. 

“They said it was the best response they had had all year, and this was in March. They had been suf-
fering with slow access times for six months. It was then we knew we had the right solution.” 

After the success of the initial trial, Young and his team quickly expanded the use of Pure Storage 
arrays, installing one in each of its three data centers. In addition to their original Citrix VDI use case, 
the Pure Storage arrays now support other applications including back-office financial systems, 
Microsoft SQL Server, and network monitoring.

“Our district is growing rapidly – more students, more teachers, several new schools, and every 
department is buying new applications that we have to support,” Young says. “Things are increas-
ingly complex, but the size of the IT staff has remained about the same. So, our search for products 
mandated simplicity and reliability. Citrix and Pure Storage have more than delivered on these 
needs.”

More time for active learning
Today, students and teachers spend up to 33% more time on active learning. Citrix XenDesktop log-
in time is reduced by up to 95%. In addition, the district also experienced a 10:1 data reduction rate. 

To learn more on how you can benefit from Citrix and Pure Storage partnering on VDI solutions, 
please visit: http://www.purestorage.com/solutions/vdi/
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About Citrix Ready
Citrix Ready identifies recommended solutions that are trusted to enhance the Citrix Delivery Center infrastructure. All products featured 
in Citrix Ready have completed verification testing, thereby providing confidence in joint solution compatibility. Leveraging its industry 
leading alliances and partner eco-system, Citrix Ready showcases select trusted solutions designed to meet a variety of business needs. 
Through the online catalog and Citrix Ready branding program, you can easily find and build a trusted infrastructure. Citrix Ready not only 
demonstrates current mutual product compatibility, but through continued industry relationships also ensures future interoperability. Learn 
more at www.citrix.com/ready.

Copyright © 2015 Citrix Systems, Inc. All rights reserved. [list Citrix trademarks (without ® or ™ symbols!) in document] are trademarks of 
Citrix Systems, Inc. and/or one of its subsidiaries, and may be registered in the U.S. and other countries. Other product and company names 
mentioned herein may be trademarks of their respective companies.

citrix.com/ready

http://www.purestorage.com/solutions/vdi/
http://www.citrix.com/ready

